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On June 9, 2025, Andre James McFarland, 55, of Havre de Grace, was convicted
of Robbery, Assault in the 2nd Degree, Theft Less Than $100, Fleeing and Eluding by
Vehicle, Fleeing and Eluding by Foot, and Obstructing and Hindering, following a two-day
jury trial before the Honorable Diane Adkins-Tobin in the Circuit Court for Harford County.

Evidence presented at trial proved that on Sunday, December 22, 2024, at approximately
4:00 p.m., Havre de Grace Officers were dispatched to the Royal Farms located at 803 Pulaski
Highway, Havre de Grace, Maryland for the report of a fight. As Officers arrived on scene,
witnesses pointed to a vehicle that was leaving resulting in officers giving pursuit. The driver of
the vehicle was identified as the Defendant, Andre McFarland. McFarland failed to stop and
eventually exited his vehicle and fled from the Officers on foot. Further investigation revealed
that the entire incident was captured on surveillance videos from inside and outside the Royal
Farms. The videos showed McFarland entering the store, walking behind the counter and trying
to push past the store clerk. The clerk put her hands up to hold McFarland back, when he grabbed
the clerk by the neck and shirt and violently threw her to the ground. At that time, a customer in
the store saw the commotion and tried to assist the store clerk and stop McFarland. The Defendant
was not deterred and grabbed two packs of Newport 100 cigarettes before exiting the store. The
store clerk and the customer followed McFarland outside and pointed Officers to his vehicle. A
warrant was obtained, and Officers reported to McFarland’s last known location on December 26,
2024, where he was observed, and attempts were made to take him into custody. McFarland once
again fled, requiring pepper spray and taser deployments before ultimately placing him under
arrest.

On Wednesday, June 18, 2025, McFarland was sentenced to twenty-one (21) years,
suspending all but eight (8) years to serve, despite the State’s recommendation for a twenty-five
(25) year sentence of active incarceration.
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Following the conviction, State’s Attorney Alison M. Healey stated: “Once again, our
office continues to prove that we will take these cases to trial and hold violent offenders
accountable. We will settle for nothing less than Harford County citizens feeling safe in our
communities. We will not tolerate offenders placing our citizens in danger or committing violent
acts upon them in their place of employment and routine locations like convenience stores. We
will continue to request significant sentences to remove these offenders from our streets.”

State’s Attorney Healey commends Assistant State’s Attorney Vincenzo Culotta for his
efforts and advocacy in this jury trial. She also expresses her sincere gratitude to the Havre de
Grace Police Department and Officer Persuhn for their efforts in the investigation and
apprehension of this repeat violent offender.



