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July 7, 2022
Indictment of James Sanders

(Bel Air, Maryland) – Albert J. Peisinger, Jr., State’s Attorney for Harford County, has announced that a Harford
County Grand Jury has indicted James Marnell Sanders, 35, for murder in the second degree and related charges
including child abuse resulting in the death of his 5-year-old son.
On Thursday, May 5, 2022, at approximately 10:45 p.m., emergency services personnel responded to Route 24 just
north of Edgewood Road for a report of a collision with a pedestrian and a child. Upon arrival, first responders
found James Sanders and his 5-year-old son Trayln Sanders on scene and transported them to area hospitals. Trayln
was sent to Upper Chesapeake Medical Center where he succumbed to his injuries, while James Sanders was taken
to University of Maryland Shock Trauma.
An investigation by the Maryland State Police, which included witness interviews and surveillance camera footage,
revealed that James Sanders and Trayln Sanders had tried to cross Route 24 and were almost struck by a vehicle.
Mr. Sanders continued to try and cross the intersection with Trayln, despite oncoming traffic and not crossing in a
designated crosswalk. A 2018 Toyota RAV4 that had the steady green signal then struck both Mr. James Sanders
and Trayln.
When officers arrived at the crash scene, they could smell a strong odor of alcohol on Mr. Sanders. Blood tests were
administered, and an analysis revealed that Mr. Sanders had an approximate blood alcohol content of a little more
than four times the legal limit of intoxication.
Mr. Peisinger thanked and commended the Maryland State Police for its thorough investigation and all the first
responders who responded to this scene.

All criminal defendants are considered innocent until proven guilty in a court. An indictment is a charging
instrument reviewed by a Grand Jury and not proof of guilt.

